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Contact:  Mary Ellen Hamer, Independent Colleges of Indiana, 317/236-6090


ICI Announces 2011 Winners of Ball Brothers Foundation Venture Fund Grants

INDIANAPOLIS, June 7, 2011 – Five Indiana independent colleges have been selected as the 2011 winners of the Ball Brothers Foundation Venture Fund competitive grant program:  DePauw University, Indiana Tech, Manchester College, Marian University, and University of Evansville.  They will share $75,000 in seed funding for start-up initiatives to stimulate creativity and innovation and foster competition and collaboration among the state’s 31 independent campuses.  

Established by the Ball Brothers Foundation (Muncie) and administered by ICI, the Ball Brothers Foundation Venture Fund has disbursed more than $850,000 for 39 innovative initiatives on ICI campuses over the past thirteen years.  The 2011 recipients were chosen from a field of 26 proposals submitted by 15 ICI colleges and universities:  

DePauw University (Greencastle) is directing its $15,000 award to instituting the first Indiana college “Eco-Reps” program, placing two student “Eco Reps” in each first-year residence hall to connect individual behaviors to environmental stewardship, promote environmentally-sound living, and act as liaisons to the greater DePauw and Greencastle communities.  

Indiana Tech (Fort Wayne) is using its $18,000 grant to offer “College Preparation~A Free Program for Interested Adults” to members of the community.  The college prep courses will provide adults with a foundation in math, writing/communication, and computer skills. 

Manchester College (North Manchester) is dedicating its $16,000 award to the “Wabash County Economic Index Reports Project” to stimulate economic growth.  An online publication published three times per year, the Economic Index Report will help efforts to attract new business and industry and help local decision makers most effectively allocate limited resources. 

Marian University (Indianapolis) is targeting its $5,000 in seed funds for the “Avancemos Hispanic Tutorial Project” to help disadvantaged Hispanic high-school students in Indianapolis succeed on the College Board exams.  The series of exam tutorials will be offered on campus.  

University of Evansville (Evansville) is using its $21,000 award for the “Student Writers of Indiana Project,” to provide education in the art of creative writing to local middle and high schools and ultimately students statewide, taught by teams of specially trained UE creative writing students (“teaching fellows”) in collaboration with local schools and arts organizations.  
 
The recipients were selected by a panel of judges, including Rich Spisak, Ball Brothers Foundation; Jill Robinson Kramer, Ivy Tech Community College; Emily Booth, American Red Cross; and Wayne Schmidt, Schmidt Associates.  This summer, ICI will host the third Ball Venture Fund Colloquium.    

Independent Colleges of Indiana, Inc. (ICI) is a nonprofit association that represents the state’s 31 private nonprofit colleges and universities. ICI member institutions enroll more than 87,000 students (approximately 20 percent of all students statewide) and annually produce 35 percent of all bachelor’s degrees in Indiana. For more information: www.icindiana.org. 
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